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died out, and metaphysical abstractions, cycles,
epicycles, and occult causes, came in their place,
and retarded real progress. At length obser-
vation asserted its just claims. The Positive
stage began, and its results are seen in won-
derful and striking discoveries, the chief triumph
of scientific research in modern times.

But this solitary instance of the grand law
of progress, when viewed more closely, resolves
itself into a groat abuse of terms. It is true
that an active system of idolatrous worship
and faith coexisted, in Egypt and Chaldea,
with tho earliest recorded observations of the
heavenly motions and changes, and the first
stage of stellar astronomy. There was largo
room for the work of the imagination, where
the subject was so grand and sublime, and RO
much remained unknown; and tluiB the skies
were peopled with many distinct gods of liea-
theu worship. But the cour.se of those obser-
vations, by which tho periodic risitigs and
settings were ascertained, eclipses registered,
and a period noted for their recurrence, was
scarcely either helped or hindered by this
idolatrous fuith, which flourished by its side.
It served as a stimulus, by giving a religious
importance to the celestial changes, whilo,
again, it might often dea-len tho instinct for